LEVITTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Musical Instrument Maintenance Guidelines

The following will constitute guidelines for the Levittown Public Schools regarding the use of musical
instruments:

1.

Instrument Maintenance Fee

The instrument maintenance fee is defined as a charge made for the maintenance of district-
provided musical instruments. It is not a participation fee. Instruments will be made available
solely to students who are enrolled in an appropriate music program of the Levittown Public
Schools.

The fee will include the instrument itself and such accessory items as to make the instrument
playable, such as mouthpiece, reed, neck strap, etc. as applicable to the particular instrument.
Accessories will be provided for “start-up” purposes only, and as expendable accessories are used
up during the year, replacement costs will be borne by the student.

The fee will be $75.00 per school year (September, or as early in the school year as possible,
through a date in June to be assigned by the instructor, or through the date a student ceases to
be enrolled in an appropriate music program of the district, whichever comes first), except for
percussion instruments which, due to their nature and manner of use and assignment, will be
without cost (percussionists, however, will be required to purchase their own practice pads,
sticks, etc.). The fee must be paid within the time limit set by the instructor. Instruments cannot
be issued until the appropriate payment and signed contract have been received.

The fee is non-refundable, either in whole or in part, regardless if the student moves or decides to
quit. Payment may be made on the district website (www.levittownschools.com) via PaySchools.

Any student (with the exceptions noted elsewhere in this document) who uses a district-provided
instrument is required to pay the fee, even if such is solely for in-school use (the student does not
intend to take the instrument home). Students who quit playing their instrument prior to the end
of a school year are required to promptly return it to the appropriate music teacher.

In no way is the use of a school instrument required. The use of privately owned instruments
and/or privately rented instruments is encouraged.

Damage to the Instrument

The assignee or his/her parents will pay for the cost of any damage caused by the assignee. This
includes direct abuse/misuse of the instrument or neglect, either in the care of the instrument or
in failure to notify the instructor of any needed repairs. Levittown Public Schools does not accept
responsibility for such damage, even if it occurs on school property or in one of our approved
storage facilities.

The cost of repairs stemming from normal usage will be incurred by the school district. Normal
usage will be defined as any repair that in the opinion of the instructor is not described in the
above paragraph.

Storage of Instruments

Any instrument stored in any school facility is done so at the risk of the student. Levittown
Public Schools does not accept responsibility for any instrument lost or stolen on school property,
including in any of our approved storage facilities.

Loss or Theft of an Instrument or Accessories

In the event that an instrument is lost or stolen, the cost of replacing the instrument, or actual
replacement of the instrument, will be the responsibility of the assignee. The assessed
replacement cost, may or may not be the same as the original cost of the instrument due to
inflationary price increases.

A replacement charge, or actual replacement, will also be assessed for any missing accessories,
which are expected to be returned along with the instrument. Levittown Public Schools does not
accept responsibility for any instrument lost or stolen on school property, including in any of our
approved storage facilities.



Use of More Than One Instrument by a Student
There will be no additional charge for the use of more than one instrument, if the teacher
requests such use.

If requested by the student, the additional instrument(s) may be obtained in accordance with
normal procedures, subject to availability.

Depending upon availability, students who play larger instruments i.e. Tuba, Baritone, French
Horn, String Bass and Cello are normally provided with an extra instrument for at home practice
at no additional charge, if available in our district-owned inventory.

Enrollment in the Music Program by More than One Student From the Same Family
Each student may obtain an instrument according to normal procedures. Instrument
Maintenance charges will be on a per instrument basis.

Summer Use of Musical Instruments
Upon special parental request, musical instruments will be made available to students for the
summer at no further charge according to the following guidelines:

Summer use of a musical instrument will be made available only to those students who have
obtained instruments from the school district during the preceding school year, and/or enroll in
the Levittown Summer Music Program. In addition, non-summer students must be enrolled in a
school district music program for the upcoming school year.

Availability of the instrument will be in accordance with the number of instruments in the
school’s own inventory, excluding instruments rented by the district from outside sources (these
instruments have to be returned in June).

Priority will be on a first-come, first-served basis.

Students who will be changing schools (elementary to middle school or middle to high school)
may only request instruments for summer use from the school they will be attending in the fall.

The instrumental music teacher will keep strict records, including a new Musical Instrument
Maintenance Contract (even though no funds will be collected for summer use).

Financial Hardship and Further Questions
In case of financial hardship, summarize the difficulty in writing and send it, through the school
music instructor, to the District Music Curriculum Associate For Music for consideration.
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